THE CHURCHOF SAINT PETER
SARATOGA SPRINGS, NEW YORK

Saint Feteﬁs is always iﬁappg to celebrate the Sacrament of
Baptism, which is a moment ogjog for the whole Church.
Whether we are sharing in the Baptism of adults at the

[~ aster \/igi], or sharing in the Baptism of infants and young
children tl—lrougl—]out the liturgical year, we know that we are
ce]ebrating ajourncg of faith that has reached a new milestone. We know too that we are
also Pleclging tojoumeg togct}-ncr even Furtl—]er, that together we migl—xt cxPcriencc more

intimate!y the love of (God who summons us ever closer.

Since Baptism, like all sacraments, involves the action of the whole (Church, those
aPProaching The Church of Saint Peter for the Baptism of their children are exPec’cccl to
be (Christian believers and members of the Parisl—]. Since itis often the birth of a child that
prompts a young couple to aPProach the Church community for the first time as independent
adults, itis often a good time to establish a relationship with a Parish community as a new
(Christian household. T hat relationsl—rip of course means more that merelg Fi”ing out a form.
Joining a Parish means bonding with other (Catholic Christians ’chroug}ﬂ weekend worsl'n'P,
]iFe!ong faith formation and ministrg. |tisinfact your Par’cicipa’cion in these tl'xings that serve
as the first Pl’xase of the sacramental Preparatiom for Baptism.

At T he Church of Saint Peter we try to make the celebration of BaPtism part of an
initiation into a church community that will strive to share our faith in the Gospe] of Jesus
which we hold sacred, and where that faith can be nurtured. |f you would like to consider
ce]ebrating your child’s Baptism at | he Church of Saint Peter, Plcasc call us at the Parish
office at 584-2%75. Once you make that call, you will be invited to meet with the Pastor or
one of the members of our Farish Baptismal Tcam. ]Fgou have not been a member of our
Parish you will have an OPPortunitg to ask any questions about Paris}‘l life or Baptism, and
hopemcung bcgin to feel more at home at | he (Church of Saint Peter. When you do you will

also have an oPPortunitg to oFmCiciallg register as a Parish member.

Or\ce you have made your initial inquircs and commitments, you will be invited to be a part of
the more immediate Baptisma] Preparation. Expectant mothers who will be seeking Baptism,
are invited to celebrate (God’s love and care for their unborn child with a Blessing of



Fregnancy. This blessing is a liturgica] sign of (God's (Grace and support of our Parish
communitg during this sPecial time in the life of 3ourxcamilg.

]n order to make the celebration of your child’s first sacrament as meaning}cul as Possible for
all invoivecl, The Church of Saint Feter hosts a two-session PrePara’cion program. These
sessions allow Parents, godparents and Sponsors, and even granclparcnts to discuss the
historﬁ and evolution of the sacrament, the signhcicance of the sgmbolism, and their own
Persona] exPeriences, understandings, and Fee]ings. Although these sessions are open to all
Family members, parents seeking the BaPtism of their child are cxPecte& to attend. Farents

may attend these sessions Prior to the anticipatecl arrival of their newest Fami]y member.

Much like Baptism itself is lived out over time, so too is Baptism celebrated over time. At
the (Church of Saint Peter the community aspects of our Baptismal Rituals take Place in
two parts. Rccognizing that Baptism is most Fittinglg celebrate when a community is present,
The Church of Saint Peter celebrates these two liturgica] moments at weekend liturgies
scheduled t!—lroughout the year.

T he first part, the Rite of [~ nrollment, norma”g takes Placc once a Fami]g has determined that
tl'\eg will seek Baptism for their child and have complcted at least the first of the two
Preparation sessions. Bg entering the child’s name in the ook of the [~ lect, he or she
becomes a member of the Parish. Jtis also at this time, that this child receives the (Church’s

First Biessing.

T he second part, the | iturey of Paptism, takes place once the preparation program has

P 2y p P prep prog
been complctcd. At this liturgg, the child bcing baptizcd, togetlﬂcr with the parent,
goclparents, families and friends are called to the font in the presence of the worshipping
community. During the Baptismal Liturgg, the Parish community offers its continued support
with faith and prayer, as the parents strive to be not onlg the firstbut the bestteachers of the
Faith, in fact becoming a “domestic church”. This !iturgg is clearly the lﬂig}‘v Point in the
process, cc!cbrating the life of God in your child and in the Churclﬂ Communitg.

We look forward to welcoming your child into the Catho!ic Church and celebrating with you
the wonder of God’s love revealed here at The Church of Saint Feter. Oncc again,

welcomel!



